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represented to them by powerful arguments, that it
was highly important for them to make peace with
their enemies; and that the only [179] way to do so
was to send back one of those captives, who might
prevail upon his countrymen to come to a good un-
derstanding, and agree to a lasting peace between all
these Nations. The Algonquins, who had shown
themselves so furious at the beginning, brought their
prisoner, who was no longer able to walk; and one
of their Captains made a speech, saying that they
wished to live on good terms with the French, seeing
likewise that many of them were of the same belief;
that they could refuse nothing to Monsieur the
Governor, whom they called their Captain ; that it was
not for the sake of the presents that they manifested
such obedience, but through the desire that the country
might be free, and that all the nations might enjoy
profound peace. They did not fail to take what was
intended for the deliverance of the prisoner. Itis
true that the majority of these gifts were not for
them, but for the purpose of drying the tears of the
relatives of him to whose soul this pitiable victim
was to be sacrificed. When he saw that he had
escaped the fire that had been prepared for him, he
gazed eagerly at his [180] liberator, repeating sev-
eral times the name that these people have given
him: ‘‘ Onontio, Onontio,”’—that is to say, ‘‘ Great
mountain, great mountain;’’ expressing his joy and
pouring forth all his thanks by a single word that is
worth ten thousand.

As to the Hurons, the sight of all those presents
produced no effect on them; on the contrary, they
manifested their regret, being sorry that they were
not able to grant what was insisted upon so urgently,



